Atherosclerosis starts in childhood--fact, myth or insinuation?
There is evidence that atherosclerotic vascular disease is observed already in childhood. The data on epidemiology, geographical variation and incidence is incomplete, and several risk factors have been identified and described. It is hoped that international collaborative research studies such as that on the effect of differences in nutrition or diabetes control in children, between our clinic and the Valle Hebron Children Hospital in Barcelona (sponsored by the Child Health Foundation) will generate knowledge on how to prevent premature atherosclerosis in childhood diabetes.